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Grade 9, Unit 3 Pre-assessment 

 

 

Please read the following article and answer the questions below: 

 

 

High Stakes for Children in Immigration Reform 
 

By: Alison Burns 
 

 

     RICHMOND, Va. - As a U.S. Senate committee prepares to vote this week 

on a sweeping immigration reform bill, advocates for children say it contains 

critical provisions for protecting and helping immigrant youth. It includes a 

pathway to citizenship, and other provisions to keep families together.  

     According to Wendy Cervantes, vice president, immigration and child 

rights policy, First Focus Campaign for Children, one of the most important 

provisions would keep families from being torn apart, and give parents who are 

detained or deported more of a say in what happens to their kids. 

     "And what's happening to those children is that they're either going back to 

their parents to a country they may have never known, or they're staying behind 

here with family members or friends," she stated. 

     Cervantes said about 5000 children are in foster care in the U.S. because 

their parents have been detained or deported.  

     The proposed Senate bill would make it much harder to terminate parental 

rights because of immigration status. The legislation also provides a pathway to 

citizenship for 11 million immigrants who are in the U.S. illegally, including about 

210,000 immigrants in Virginia. 

     Cervantes said the Senate bill eliminates federal restrictions to make it 

easier for states such as Virginia to offer in-state tuition to unauthorized 

immigrant children who have graduated from high schools in the state. 

     "It wouldn't require Virginia to provide in-state tuition for undocumented 

children in their state, but it would at least give them the ability to make that 



 

 

decision on their own without any penalty from the federal government," she 

said. 

 

Source:  http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/32530-1 

 

 

1.  Which sentence best states an important idea of the passage? 

A) Most of the children in foster care in the U.S. are there because their 

parents have been deported. 

B) Unauthorized immigrant children are not eligible for in-state tuition at state 

colleges and universities. 

C) A U.S. Senate bill could provide many benefits for children of immigrants. 

D) A U.S. Senate bill guarantees citizenship for children of immigrants. 

 

2.  Underline the sentence in the passage that best supports this idea. 

 

 

Read the following excerpt from the passage and then answer both questions: 

 According to Wendy Cervantes, vice president, immigration and child 

rights policy, First Focus Campaign for Children, one of the most important 

provisions would keep families from being torn apart, and give parents who 

are detained or deported more of a say in what happens to their kids. 

 "And what's happening to those children is that they're either going 

back to their parents to a country they may have never known, or they're 

staying behind here with family members or friends," she stated. 

 

 

3. This excerpt suggests that: 

 

A) Right now, unauthorized immigrant parents can decide what happens to 

their children when they are detained or deported. 

B) This bill would make it easier for parents to decide what happens to their 

children when they are detained or deported. 

C) This bill will tear families apart. 

D) Right now, families are never separated when the parents are detained or 

deported. 

 

4. Underline the sentence in the excerpt that best supports your answer 

 

http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/32530-1


 

 

Essential Questions 

 

5. How do readers construct meaning from text?  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

  

6. How can a reader determine the central ideas of a text?  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

7. How does a writer develop an effective argument? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Constructed Response 

8. Read the passage below before writing your response. 

 

The White House recently issued a policy telling immigration agents to try not 

to arrest and deport illegal immigrant parents of minor children — a move that 

adds to the categories of people the Obama administration is trying not to 

deport. In a nine-page memo U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

said agents should try to avoid detaining parents and, if parents are detained, 

agents should make sure they have the ability to visit with their children or 

participate in family court proceedings. 

 

Explain how you think Wendy Cervantes, quoted in the article you read, would 

respond to this information. 

 

Your response should: 

 clearly present Ms. Cervantes’s views  

 evaluate how Ms. Cervantes would respond to the information above 

 include relevant supporting details from the passage 

 include a clear introduction and conclusion 

 use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar 

 

  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/barack-obama/


 

 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Scoring Guide: Grade 9, Unit 3 Pre-assessment 

 

 

1. C 

2. “As a U.S. Senate committee prepares to vote this week on a sweeping 

immigration reform bill, advocates for children say it contains critical 

provisions for protecting and helping immigrant youth.” 

 

3. B 

4. “…and give parents who are detained or deported more of a say in what 

happens to their kids.” 

 

 

 

Questions 5, 6, and 7 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. 

Review responses to determine what students already know and understand. 

 

 

 

Question 8: Constructed Response – Use the rubric below. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 

comprehension 

of key ideas and 

details 

 

The response provides 

an accurate analysis of 

what the text says 

explicitly and 

inferentially and cites 

convincing textual 

evidence to support 

the analysis, showing 

full comprehension of 

complex ideas 

expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

Specific scoring notes:  

Student response 

shows a thorough 

understanding that 

Cervantes would likely 

claim that this new 

policy will prevent 

families from being 

torn apart and 

children sent into 

foster care, and 

includes sufficient 

relevant supporting 

details from the text. 

 

 

The response provides 

an accurate analysis of 

what the text says 

explicitly and 

inferentially and cites 

textual evidence to 

support the analysis, 

showing extensive 

comprehension of ideas 

expressed in the text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring notes: 

Student response 

shows an 

understanding that 

Cervantes would agree 

with the new policy and 

is mostly supported by 

the text. 

The response provides 

a mostly accurate 

analysis of what the 

text says explicitly or 

inferentially and cited 

textual evidence, 

shows a basic 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring notes: 

Student response 

indicates that 

Cervantes would 

agree with the new 

policy, but includes 

only a few details 

from the text. 

 

The response provides 

a minimally accurate 

or inaccurate analysis 

of what the text says, 

and cited textual 

evidence shows 

limited or inaccurate 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring notes: 

Student response 

indicates that 

Cervantes would 

agree with the new 

policy, but fails to 

include supporting 

details from the text. 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate. 

 

 

 



 

 
Writing: 

development of 

ideas 

The response 

addresses the prompt 

and provides effective 

and comprehensive 

development of the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using clear and 

convincing reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

consistently 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

The response addresses 

the prompt and 

provides effective 

development of the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using clear reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is largely 

appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

The response 

addresses the prompt 

and provides some 

development of the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using some reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

somewhat 

appropriate to the 

task, purpose, and 

audience. 

The response 

addresses the prompt 

and develops the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements 

minimally by using 

limited reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence and/or 

description; the 

development is 

limited in its 

appropriateness to the 

task, purpose, and/or 

audience. 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

  not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

Writing: 

organization 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful coherence, 
clarity, and cohesion 
and includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical, well-executed 
progression of ideas, 
making it easy to 
follow the writer’s 
progression of ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates a great 
deal of coherence, 
clarity, and cohesion, 
and includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical progression of 
ideas, making it fairly 
easy to follow the 
writer’s progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 

demonstrates some 

coherence, clarity, 

and/or cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and 

logically grouped 

ideas, making the 

writer’s progression of 

ideas usually 

discernible but not 

obvious. 

The response 

demonstrates limited 

or no coherence, 

clarity, and/or 

cohesion, making the 

writer’s progression of 

ideas somewhat or 

entirely unclear. 

 

No response; or the  

response is 

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English; 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

Writing: clarity of 

language 

 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an effective 

style, while attending 

to the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses precise 

language consistently, 

including descriptive 

words and phrases, 

sensory details, linking 

and transitional 

words, words to 

indicate tone, and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an effective 

style, while attending 

to the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses mostly 

precise language, 

including descriptive 

words and phrases, 

sensory details, linking 

and transitional words, 

words to indicate tone, 

and/or domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains a mostly 

effective style, while 

attending to the 

norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses some 

precise language, 

including descriptive 

words and phrases, 

sensory details, linking 

and transitional 

words, words to 

indicate tone and/or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

The response has a 

style that has limited 

or impaired 

effectiveness, with 

limited or highly 

deficient awareness of 

the norms of the 

discipline.  The 

response includes 

limited if any 

descriptions, sensory 

details, linking or 

transitional words, 

words to indicate 

tone, or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 



 

 
Writing: 

knowledge of 

language and 

conventions 

 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English 

consistent with 

effectively edited 

writing. Though there 

may be a few minor 

errors in grammar and 

usage, meaning is 

clear throughout the 

response 

The response 

demonstrates a 

generally consistent 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. There 

are a few patterns of 

errors in grammar and 

usage that may 

infrequently impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates limited 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are multiple 

errors in grammar and 

usage demonstrating 

minimal control over 

language. There are 

multiple distracting 

errors in grammar and 

usage that sometimes 

impede 

understanding.  

The response 

demonstrates little to 

no command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are frequent 

and varied errors in 

grammar and usage, 

demonstrating little or 

no control over 

language. There are 

frequent distracting 

errors in grammar and 

usage that often 

impede 

understanding.  

No response; or the 

response is 

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable; 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

 


